
As the Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID -19) continues to spread, our hearts reach out to
the many across the globe who have been affected by this disease. Many have paid with
their lives, and many more are dealing with the infection and symptoms, have lost their
loved ones or worried for them, are losing their income, losing their freedoms, and living in
fear of the disease and its impact. A disproportionately larger number of individuals,
however, are living in fear and experiencing the pain of rising instances of xenophobia and
racism.

 Historically, infectious disease has generated racist discourse that blames victim
populations for the perceived threat. Such discourse is not only distasteful but has major
consequences by giving free rein to racist, discriminatory behaviors and justifying political
responses that threaten human rights. In recent history, we saw a similar wave of
xenophobia during the SARS outbreak in 2003, during the h1n1 swine flu outbreak in 2009,
and Ebola outbreak in 2014 to name a few.


